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Murder Conspiracy Denied by Oswald KiUer 

Jack Roby’s Last Days: Lucid 


By BERNARD GAVZER 

DALLAS t Tex., Jan. 3 (AP). 
Jack Ruby denied it to the edg* 
of death. 

But even his family couldn’t 
help asking, because so many 
other people seemed to be ask- 
ing, whether he really acted 
alone, and not as part of a con- 
spiracy, to kill the assassin of 
President John F. Kennedy. 

And so, near the end, Earl 
Ruby asked his brother again, 
as he had many times before: 
“Are you sure. Jack, there 
was nothing else?” 

And Jack Ruby answered, 
says his brother: 

“I’m not hiding anything . I’m 
noL protecting anybod y. There 


is nothing to hide , no one to 


JBXQlfict. Believe me. ” 

As he lay in his guarded room 


i lL Parkland Memorial Hospita l, 
.str icken with cancer. Jac k 
Rubv oft en seemed to be he g- 


gillg_.the world to believe he 

would, take no secrets to the 

grai/o — 

He also was tormented by* 
hallucinations in which he im» 
agined that millions of Ameri- 
can Jews were being slain in-a 
pogrom as punishment beca 
he, a Jew, silenced the killer of 
a President. 

Ruby could be rational on 
certain levels and wholly irra- 
tional on others, according to 
those closest to him. For exam- 
ple, he might be watching a 
football game on television and 
something would touch him off 
— like a penalty against a play- 
er. Worse is being done to the 
Jews, he would say. 


U 5gTb§fi5lS- 


Ruby insisted that he alone, 
without plan or prompting, shot 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

He swore also that rumors o f 


s e cret . mee tings relating-in-ihe 
President’s assassination, the 
killing of Dallas P pliceman 


D Tippit an d tho slaying^nf. 

Oswald. werg-Iies- invented h v-- 


These details of Ruby’s last 
days came from his brother, 
Earl, a Detroit businessman; 
Elmer Gertz, a Chicago lawyer 
prominent on the legal team 
that won reversal of the death- 
sentence given to Ruby in 1964; 
and, through them, from other 
members of the family. 

The Ruby murder trial and. 
the Warren Commission report 
supported conclusions that Ruby 


acted alone in shooting of Os- 
wald— a shooting that was wit- 1 , 
nessed by a television audienc^ 
of millions of Americans on 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963. 

B ut a r o i 1 i n g controversy 
-aEout the WaiT^n ReD art^ras[ 
produced various theories o f 


conspiraci es — some of which 


give Ruby a hidden ^role How^ 


ever,. Gertz said 


“He simply could not conc eive 
jhat people could not se &^that 
: he not only acted alone but that 


they could take this and -Tw ist 


it into a premise fo r giving him 
a plot aaa in&L-the 
a man he^-wor- 


a role in 

^rhsidenl 


s tu p e d .” 

Jack. Ruby sought no forgiv e- 
ness for shooting Oswald. Gertz 


ex-fda-H* 


-ill rinn’t think Jack mentioned 
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Moments. Dark Phobii$ 


his name more than a few tim es 
Tn the many times l saw j pm, 
and then it was as if Oswald 
was a figure bevoncLh is compre- 

Kind of instrument. Ee-. d id. n qi 
have the_ delusion that God t ol d 
hi r p tn rin iL or that he was an perienced 


“Don’t tell me! Don’t tell melilarge private room which had 
I hear them screaming from the| or | e wa h dominated by a wide'ft 
basement every night.” 


window. A nurse and two deputy 
sheriffs were alsways on duty. 
Jack Ruby also complain ed Ruby spent hours watc hing- tele* 
that his cancer was induced vision, especiallylootball games. 


secretly 





afternoon , Dec , cago. the ci f y of hl> hirlJa> 


was convinced that his 
had triggered a progrom 
which Jews were being trans^ 
ported to Dallas and tortured to 
death in the basement of the 
Dallas county jail. 

“That is not true, Jack. It is 


But Jack Ruby sought forgive- HSUS 5S proof that mustard^ gas aflejg ' 
ness from America’s Jews. H e was seeped into his ce ll. Whenl He 

crime his conciluon was diaynnsiad as 1 f ra ml, corj 


for his sister, Eileen^ -io-eonrrlo 
his side. 

“Eileen, do me a favorJ l-he 




w rprtaift-rt-hnfl 


Been injec ted into him. 


However, his family praised 
the treatment Ruby received in 
Parkland, although they com 
plained that his condition hafd 


f J i T -I-T [ !-* < j 


bread, lox, 

. “ The doctors did nlt-^bjec t,” 
said Gertz. r7 Oi course. . Jaek 

comdrt't h hTrT that laQ^nufTr 


not true,” Earl told him. And so been neglected or brushed 
did many others who he ordinar-|as “hamming it up” in jail. 
l|ily trusted. 


off 


b Ut to deny i* tn him bej^ 

like^eny TagJaT condemned - man 
his leastmeal.” 


Ruby spent his last day in aj^Near the end his mood — a<f 


cording to the family— ch anged 
o one of ‘bl ar^ H ' ag ? alr ” 


And he whispered- that he dM - 
wanf di? far from hnnte. 


Home, for Ja ck- Ru by, 


*4* 

■ £ 


‘GENEROUS MAN r 

To his brothers and sisters, 
Jack Ruby was to the dnd,}a 
“fine, sympathetic, generous 
man.” . ^ | 

Though they wer p r n ^ t/iBoibf i 

his shqot ing nf O.gwaM 


impulsive art and that .Lick. 


it entirely alone, tb ev tnb^ 
confused by all the nl 


argumen ts. During suph fh 


moments o f 
ask if therfl wf rp 



who might akn Hqvft heenJie- 




apn nsimt 3 . ^ * 

Attorney Gertz and Earl'R ubv 
.said Jack was fully aware .yf 


the controy ersarv about the Wgr- 
reru-Epport. * 

“He knew of the incre dible 


constructions hv. vangusmli cs 
| in which it was hinted that ther e 
were secret meeting that Jack 
might have had conn ^dip n s^* h 
Oswald, or with J. Tinnit4>t]he 
- police office r fiswald also wfrs 
ac cused of killing^.” C\ez\i saiflr* 

BROAD DISCLAIMER 

£ ne day m^Deceriih^ ilfi^ 
pH Rnhy: "Jarir tell fflfl-did 
you know Tm pit? People kp|p 
on saying you knew him.”_ ** 
“First of all," RubyJZ saTd. 
“tnere were three T lPP*^ ^ tjbe 

was shot T npypr lrnovi; | nouar 
hpnrri nf. Onn nf the nf hW _Ik>- 
pils \ kn^^V’ 

“What about Oswald? A^as he 
ever in your night club, did 
you ever meet him of s$e 
him?” ‘ J 

The first t; j pie I even -j;aw 
O swald w as in th ft, jail a/laj. he 

vaLai-axxfistedJI never saw him 


in my club and I never m$t hfm 
before in my life/* Ruby paiefc 
A few weeks after Ruby y$s 
found to have cancer, he expres- 
sed a wish to take a lie 'detector 
test to prove that all he said 
was true. His worsening condi- 
tion precluded such a test. 

DATA INCONCLUSIVE 
He had received such a^ test 
rep resentatives^ ££ 

t 




tm 

tesT wi 




Ruby, a strip-tease cldb oper- 
ator who generally viewed flfc- 
complished and cultured, people 
as inhabitants of a female 
world, had an uncharacteristic 
reaction to a meeting with^U.-S. 
Chief Justice Earl WafF^n ;cjn 
June 7, 1964. - ^ 

During the interview, VScord- 
ing to Attorney Gertz, Warden 
asked Ruby to read sorftethftfg. 

“I can’t. I don’t have ihy 
glasses,” Ruby replied. 

Warren removed his 
tacles and handed them 
Ruby then read the 
without difficulty. 

WARREN ‘SO NAIVE' •: 
Mont hs later, Gertz 
RTTPy "What ne thought ‘of the 
unief Justic e. 

s uch a wonder ful 
^answered?" and 


sp$> 

over. 


asked 


-de; 


man. 


Tr 


he’s 

"THiEy 




he’s so naive, ” 
Gertz said, **I 


entially. “bl it 

- ; r- 

asked ' hifl i. 


‘Way ao you say that ?* And <all 
he did was shrug his shoulders' r 


Tra n st 


■ inis u f me w arr 

show 


tervlew snow Kuby n 
' sayittg he had more To . 
ihai ni wouia have lo De 


Mih»enn iW»ai>. wm § W 


JACK CONFABULATED' 

“The thm crc ho S aM 
utmost seer rry warn thinTTTilfnf 



COUld be anyurhnrn, 

or Washington.” Gertz sai d. |T 

could not enter his minriy hll f ~ T 


am certain to ni y ftaiisfarLfon 
that there, was _nn more ta-Ufll. 
Jack confa bulated. He triecLtn 
insinuate k nnuf ^^g p T ,s ..* <* 
“For example, when- he sfipt 
Oswald, he was in a blackout. 
He knew he shot Oswald, but Jie 
had no real memory of the Ex- 
perience. The same thing is; true 
about his explanation of why lae 
shot Oswald. He said he didHt 
because he wanted to ^p^e 
Jacqueline Kennedy the 'ordeal 
of having to come back >to 
Dallas for a trial. 

“That was something Re’ cdh- 
fafeulated (wande rin g. unifo r 
emotional pressure ). It offindfe^ 
his pride to be called iifsane 
so what he attempted to do 
show that he knew from, mej 
ory details about somethT 
when ind eed it Wfls SOipeth.. 
he learned about later.** ' § 

VAGUE ON IMPACT ' J* 
Was Ruby aware of the calife- 
ity he caused history by. shott- 
ing Oswald? v 

“As for the impact on histo^, 
that was much too sophisticated 
a concept for him/* said Gerfz. 
“It really did not register in ajy 
meaningful way with him.-”. ♦ 
Until he fell il l nf ranrjig, 
Ruby’s lawyers planned* M- 
fense that they w ?r p rod 

would Have spared him 
trie chair and perh aps spiJiiiaa 
fcee- 



idi^d telling the truth.!* 

“ Yes,” he said. 




